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Thousands who lost their
homes in a catastrophic
earthquake huddled

around campfires and clam-
oured for food and water in the
bitter cold, three days after the
temblor and series of after-
shocks hit Turkiye and Syria,
killing more than 19,300.

Rescuers continued their
race to pull more people alive
from the rubble, with the win-
dow closing to find trapped
survivors. 

While stories of miraculous
rescues briefly buoyed spirits,
the grim reality of the hardship
facing tens of thousands who
survived the disaster cast a
pall. In the Turkish city of
Antakya, dozens of people
scrambled for aid in front of a
truck distributing children's
coats and other supplies.

Ahmet Tokgoz, a survivor,
called for the government to
evacuate people from the dev-
astated region. 

While many of the tens of
thousands who have lost their
homes have found shelter in
tents, stadiums and other tem-
porary accommodation, others
have spent the nights outdoors
since Monday's 7.8 magnitude
quake.

"Especially in this cold, it is
not possible to live here,” he
said. “People are warming up
around campfires, but camp-
fires can only warm you up so
much. ... If people haven't died
from being stuck under the
rubble, they'll die from the
cold.”

Meanwhile, the first U.N.
Aid trucks to enter rebel-held
northwest Syria from Turkiye
since the quake arrived
Thursday morning. 

Smaller aid organisations
have sent in shipments, but the
U.N. Is only authorised to deliv-
er aid through one border

crossing and road damage has
prevented that thus far.

Winter weather and dam-
age to roads and airports from
the quake have hampered the
response throughout a region
already contending with the
repercussions of more than a
decade of civil war in Syria. 

That conflict displaced mil-
lions of people within Syria and
left many reliant on humani-
tarian aid, while also sending
millions more over the border
into Turkiye to seek refuge.

Some in Turkiye have com-
plained the response was too
slow. 

Any perception that
President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan's government has mis-
managed the crisis could hurt
him at a time when he faces a
tough battle for reelection in
May. 

Erdogan — who was
scheduled to continue his tour
of devastated areas on Thursday
— has sought to play down the
criticism.

Meanwhile, emergency
crews on both sides of the bor-
der worked through the night
to find survivors. 

Experts said the survival
window for those trapped
under the rubble or otherwise
unable to obtain basic necessi-
ties was closing rapidly. 

At the same time, they said
it was too soon to abandon
hope. In the Turkish town of
Elbistan, rescuers formed
human chains as they dug
through collapsed buildings,
urging quiet in the hopes of
hearing stifled pleas for help.
But more and more often, they
pulled out dead bodies from
under the rubble.

The family of Havva
Havam still hoped to see three
of its members alive again, sit-
ting by the fire opposite their
former home, now the pile of
debris.
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President Volodymyr Zelens-
kyy said Thursday that “a

Ukraine that is winning” should
become a European Union
member, arguing the bloc
wouldn't be whole without his
country being an integral part of
the EU.

Zelenskky made his com-
ments during an address to the
European Parliament on a rare
trip outside Ukraine, which has
been trying to repel a full-scale
invasion by Russia for nearly a
year. The Brussels visit came as
Russia intensified its attacks in
eastern Ukraine amid signs that
a major new offensive by
Moscow was underway before
the February 24 anniversary of
the war.

Zelenskky, who also visited
the UK and France on a whirl-
wind European tour that start-
ed on Wednesday, will already
head home with heaps of good-
will and commitments of more
military aid. He arrived to the
European Parliament to raptur-
ous applause, cheering and hoots
from legislators, insisting in his
plenary speech that Ukraine's
fight against Russia was one
fought for the freedom of
Europe as a whole.

“A Ukraine that is winning
is going to be member of the
European Union,” Zelenskyy

said to applause, building his
address around the common
destiny that Ukraine and the 27-
nation bloc face in confronting
Russia head-on.

“Europe will always be, and
remain Europe as long as we ...
Take care of the European way
of life,” he said.

Zelenskyy added that Russia
wants to destroy the European
way of life, but “we will not allow
that.”

He held up an EU flag after
his address and the entire legis-
lature stood in sombre silence as
the Ukrainian national anthem
and the European anthem “Ode
to Joy” were played one after the
other. Zelenskyy then headed to
the urn-shaped Europa building,
where the 27 EU leaders were
meeting in a summit, to push
those same points.

Before Zelenskyy spoke,
European Parliament President
Roberta Metsola said allies
should consider “quickly, as a

next step, providing long-range
systems” and fighter jets to
Ukraine.  Metsola said the res-
ponse to Russian President Vla-
dimir Putin's war against
Ukraine “must be proportional
to the threat, and the threat is
existential.”

Metsola also told him that
“we have your back. We were
with you then, we are with you
now, we will be with you for as
long as it takes.”

EU leaders were hoping to
impress on Zelenskyy that the
powerful bloc is steadfast in its
support for Ukraine as Russia is
feared to be making moves for
a new offensive.

The latest draft of the sum-
mit conclusions seen by The
Associated Press says “the
European Union will stand by
Ukraine with steadfast support
for as long as it takes." Military
analysts say Putin is hoping
that Europe's support for
Ukraine will wane.
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Ukrainian President Volody-
myr Zelenskyy said Thurs-

day that his country has inter-
cepted plans by Russian secret
services to destroy Moldova

Speaking to European
Union leaders in Brussels,
Zelenskyy said he recently told
Moldovan President Maia Sandu
about the alleged scheme.

“I have informed her that we
have intercepted the plan of the
destruction of Moldova by the
Russian intelligence," Zelenskyy
said through a translator.

Zelenskyy said the docu-
ments showed “who, when and
how" the plan would "break the
democracy of Moldova and
establish control over Moldova."

Zelenskyy said the plan was
very similar to the one devised
by Russia to take over Ukraine.
He added that he did not know
whether Moscow ultimately
ordered the plan to be carried
out.

Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov charged last week
that the West was considering
turning Moldova into “another
Ukraine.” 

He alleged that the West
backed the 2020 election of the
pro-Western Sandu, claiming
that she is eager to take the coun-
try into NATO, merge Moldova
with Romania and “practically
is ready for anything.”
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into a deadlock.”
Ryabkov warned that the US

and its allies must carefully
assess the risks stemming from
supplying increasingly powerful
Western weapons to Ukraine.

“The Americans need to
thoroughly and deeply weigh the
risks linked to their unabashed-

ly cavalier course,” he said.
Ryabkov noted that Moscow

doesn't trust Western state-
ments about self-imposed
restrictions on a range of
weapons supplied to Ukraine in
order to avoid escalation, adding
that such assurances in the past
have served as cover for a steady

expansion of the assortment of
arms deliveries. “We don't see
any sign of reason in any of the
NATO and EU members' capi-
tals,” Ryabkov said. “What they
are doing isn't going to strength-
en their security.”

He rejected the US argu-
ment that Russia's refusal to
allow the resumption of inspec-
tions of its nuclear facilities rep-
resents a breach of the New
START treaty, the last remain-
ing nuclear arms control pact
between the two countries.

The New START treaty,
signed in 2010 by President
Barack Obama and Russian
President Dmitry Medvedev,
limits each country to no more
than 1,550 deployed nuclear
warheads and 700 deployed
missiles and bombers. The
agreement envisages sweeping
on-site inspections to verify
compliance.
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Russia-US relations are in a
state of “unprecedented cri-

sis” without any sign of improve-
ment, a senior Russian diplomat
said Thursday.

Deputy Foreign Minister
Sergei Ryabkov argued that the
White House's emphasis on

increasing weapons supplies to
Ukraine to ensure Russia's defeat
leaves no room for diplomacy.

“I don't see any prospect for
a productive political and diplo-
matic process,” Ryabkov said at
a briefing. “We have a very deep
and unprecedented crisis in
Russia-US relations. The Biden
administration has driven them
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For years, the people of
Aleppo bore the brunt of

bombardment and fighting
when their city, once Syria’s
largest and most cosmopolitan,
was among the civil war’s fiercest
battle zones. Even that didn’t
prepare them for the new dev-
astation and terror wreaked by
this week’s earthquake.

The natural disaster piled on
many human-made ones, mul-
tiplying the suffering in Aleppo
and Syria more broadly.

Fighting largely halted in
Aleppo in 2016, but only a
small number of the numerous
damaged and destroyed build-
ings had been rebuilt. The pop-
ulation has also more recently
struggled with Syria's econom-
ic downslide, which has sent
food prices soaring and residents
thrown into poverty.

The shock of the quake is all
too much. Hovig Shehrian said
that during the worst of the war
in Aleppo, in 2014, he and his
parents fled their home in a
front-line area because of the
shelling and sniper fire. For
years, they moved from neigh-
borhood to neighborhood to
avoid the fighting.

“It was part of our daily rou-
tine. Whenever we heard a
sound, we left, we knew who to
call and what to do,” the 24-year-

old said.
“But … we didn’t know

what to do with the earthquake.
I was worried we were going to
die.”

Monday’s pre-dawn 7.8-
magnitude quake, centered
about 70 miles (112 kilometers)
away in Turkey, jolted Aleppans
awake and sent them fleeing into
the street under a cold winter
rain. Dozens of buildings across
the city collapsed. More than 360
people were killed in the city and
hundreds of others were injured.
Workers were still digging three
days later through the rubble,
looking for the dead and the sur-
vivors. Across southern Turkey
and northern Syria, more than
11,000 were killed.

Even those whose buildings
still stood remain afraid to
return. Many are sheltering in
schools. A Maronite Christian
monastery took in more than
800 people, particularly women,
children and the elderly,
crammed into every room.

“Until now we are not sleep-
ing in our homes. Some people
are sleeping in their cars,” said
Imad al-Khal, the secretary-
general of Christian denomina-
tions in Aleppo, who was help-
ing organize shelters.

For many, the earthquake
was a new sort of terror — a
shock even after what they
endured during the war.
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The president of Turkey on
Wednesday acknowledged

“shortcomings” in his country's
response to the world’s deadliest
earthquake in more than a
decade as hope dwindled that
more survivors would emerge
from the rubble of thousands of
toppled buildings.

With the confirmed death
toll approaching 12,000,
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan
visited the especially hard-hit
Hatay province, where more
than 3,300 people died and
entire neighborhoods were
destroyed. Residents there have
criticized the government's
efforts, saying rescuers were
slow to arrive.

Erdogan, who faces a tough
battle for reelection in May,
reacted to the mounting frus-
tration by acknowledging prob-
lems with the emergency
response to Monday's 7.8-mag-
nitude quake but said the win-
ter weather had been a factor.
The earthquake also destroyed
the runway at Hatay's airport,
further disrupting the response.

“It is not possible to be pre-
pared for such a disaster,"
Erdogan said. “We will not leave
any of our citizens uncared for.”
He also hit back at critics, say-
ing "dishonorable people" were
spreading “lies and slander”
about the government's actions.

Turkish authorities said they
were targeting disinformation,
and an internet monitoring
group said access to Twitter was
restricted despite it being used
by survivors to alert rescuers.
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